What is claimed is 



10 



A mower head comprising : ~ 

a deck having at least three sides and at least one 
side wall \iepending from said deck; 

at^ least one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on a^i axis extending through said deck, said deck 
being disposed ^bove and generally parallel to said blade; 
and 

a guard assembly comprising: 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 

a guard Nattached to said actuating member and 

pivotally attached to said deck along two of said at least 

three sides of said deck, Vnd 

a flao^z hi eh Nd up exiiLj fiuiu baid guaid. 



2. The mower mead of claim 1 wherein said actuating 
member comprises a hydraulic cylinder and a piston assembly, 

3. The mower he^Kpf claim 1 wherein said deck further 
comprises a flap depending from one of said at least three 
sides of said deck, 

4 . The mower head of claim 3 wherein said guard 




includes a first wall which comprises an approximately 

i 

straight edge and a second wall which comprises a plurality 
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ons . 



'The mower head of claim "ff— wher e in two -e^- s^TTd deck 
at least €Kree sides are normal to each other and a third of 
said deck at >^ast three sides is positioned at an acute 
angle in relation t\^ said two of said deck at least three 
sides . 



The mower hea 



hinge for pivotally mou 





claim 1 further comprising a 
Lng said guard to said deck. 



7. The mower head, of claim 6 wherein said arm is 

_ ffl 0 nn1-pH on gaiH rtnr)r nt nVlnrnfinn ^p^pH from s aid hinge , 




8 . The mower 
said guard and a top 
same plane. 




claim 1 wherein a top surface of 
urface of said deck are located in the 



9. \ A mower head comprising: 

a\deck having at least three sides; 
at i\ast one cutting blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an axis extending through said deck, said deck 
being disposed above\and generally parallel to said blade; 
and 

a guard assembly\comprising : 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 
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a hinge extending between two of said at least 
three sides of said \deck, 

a guartd attached to said actuating member and 
pivotally attached tq said deck via said hinge, and 




10* The mower 
member comprises a 
cylinder including 




claim 9 wherein said actuating 
.c cylinder and a piston, said 
[chamber surrounding said piston. 



The mower head of claim 9 wherein one of said deck 
at leas\ three sides comprises a plurality of angled 
sections . 



12. The m&wer head of claim 11 wherein said guard 
includes a first wari which comprises a plurality of angled 
sections which matinq\]_y interconnect with said angled 
sections of said one of\deck at least three sides and a 
■ nonnnri ^t^ii whirh co™p r " i \ p 1nr?>1 i^y a n gled s fif. t-inns. 




13. The moHer head of claim 9 rurther — compr iciJ icL_a 
fourth side and at le&st three side walls, one depending from 
at least three of said f^stpr sides, wherein two of said at 
loact three — side walls 
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14. The j^riower head of claim 13 wherein one of said 
three side walla of said deck comprises a flap depending from 
one of said foun sides of said deck. 



15. The mowter head of claim 9 wherein a top surface of 
said guard and a tlpp surface of said deck are located in the 
same plane. 

16. The mower \hgfadNqf claim 9 wherein a top surface of 
said guard and a t|pp surface of said deck are located in 
different planes. 



17. The mower lkead of claim 16 wherein one of said at 
least three sides further comprises an extension which 
protrudes under said {guard. 




A mower headi comprising: 
sa deck comprising: 
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at least four sides, and 

thsree side walls, one depending from each of 
three of said at leaist four sides, wherein two of said three 
side walls are rigid; 

at least one citing blade rotatably mounted to 
said deck on an axis extending through said deck, said deck 
being disposed above and generally parallel to said blade; 
and 
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a guard assembly comprising: 

an actuating member mounted on said deck, 
a hinge extending between two of said at least 
four sides of sa\d deck, 

a guard Nattached to said pivotable arm and 
pivotally attached to sard deck via said hinge, and 

a flap which depends from said guard. 



19. The mower head of claim 18 wherein said actuating 
member comprises a hydraulic .cylinder and a piston assembly. 

20. The mowerV head of claim 18 wherein one of said 
three side walls comp|rr^es a flap depending from one of said 
four sides of said cMck, 



21. The mower head of claim 18 wherein one of said deck 
at least four sides comprises a plurality of angled sections. 




Tiie mowe r head erf — claTm 2T wnerem said guard 



^T2T 

includes a fir^st wall which comprises a plurality of angled 
sections which m^tingly interconnect with said angled 
sections of said one of deck at least four sides and a second 
wall which comprises a pr^alit^L-Qf -a^g^ired sec Lions" 1 . — =— 




# 




23. The mower head of claim 18 wherein a top surface of 
said guard and a top surface of said deck are located in the 
same plane. 

24. The mower head of claim 18 wherein a top surface of 
said guard and a top surface of said deck are located in 
different planes. 

25. The mower head of claim 24 wherein one of said at 
least four sides further comprises an extension which 
protrudes under said guard. 
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